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• The Open Source Initiative
(http://www.opensource.org/) claims that open
source software is “an idea whose time has
finally come”.

• It is seen to represent the philosophical
understanding of how a previously created
“source” or code can be used or adapted to
develop a piece of“ software”.

http://goutambiswasresearch.yolasite.com/
http://www.opensource.org/
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Basic Computer Programs

 Ubuntu
 The Linux operating system is another very

popular open source program.
 Ubuntu is a modification of Linux)
 Ubuntu is a perfect solution for libraries that need

to upgrade their older computers using outdated
Windows or for bulk computer

 It might be a little scared at first of a new operating
system.

 It is totally free of cost
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Firefox

 Firefox is the Mozzila organizations answer to
Microsoft’s Internet Explorer web browser

 Firefox offers a much more secure browsing
experience compared to IE

 Firefox through its many plug-in, which can make

using the net more constructive.
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Firefox
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Open Office

 Another component bundled with Ubuntu
operating system is a software package known
as Open Office

Open Office can do the same thing,
Microsoft Office package
Librarian Can use this software for their office purpose.



NICM National Conference 26-27
Feb,2009

Thunderbird

Thunderbird, is the Mozilla
foundations open-source alternative to Microsoft’s

Outlook Express
Program works exactly like Outlook
Thunderbird is the open source program.
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Songbird

Open-source platform built off of the Mozilla
platform
Songbird is an open source media player which
we can use to play audio and video files
Songbird can play any media file format
Multilingual support
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Advanced Programs

GIMPshop
PDF Creator
Audacity
Avidemux
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Digital Library System

• Green Stone Digital Library System

• Dspace



NICM National Conference 26-27
Feb,2009

OSS Integrated Library Systems

• Integrated library management systems can cut costs and enhance
the efficiency of library services and therefore are absolutely
necessary for the management of house keeping operations.

• But small and medium- size libraries face a difficult situation due to
the high cost of commercial library management systems, foreign or
Indian, available in the market. Naturally libraries without much
financial resources need a cost effective way to automate their
services.

• Free/Open source software was a revolutionary concept among
computer programmers and users.

• To a certain extent free/ open source solutions could provide an
alternative solution to costly commercial application software’s.

• Free/Open source software is, software that users have the ability to
run, copy, distribute, study, change, share and improve for any
purpose. About eight free/open source library management systems
are available and libraries can consider these alternatives.
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Why OSS Integrated Library Systems?

• 1. Open license (General public License (GPL).
• 2. Open source ILS are operating system independent.

They are compatible with Linux, Windows and McOS.
• 3. Web interface.
• 4. MARC support.
• 5. Z39.50 standard
• 6. Barcode input and generator.
• 7. Entire software is customizable.
• 8. Active development status and world wide user

community.
• 9. Multi language support.
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Integrated Library Systems (ILS)

NewGenLib
Koha
Evergreen ILS
VuFind
LibLime
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Module of NewGenLib
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Acquisition Module
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Circulation Module
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Technical processing job
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Simple Search
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Koha

• Promising full featured open source IL
• Koha has using library ILS standards and uses the

OPAC interface
• Libraries can receive techincal support from any party

they choose.
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Evergreen ILS

• The Evergreen ILS developed and maintained
by the Georgia Public Library Service for

• use by the Georgia Library PINES Program, a
consortium of 252 public libraries. Evergreen

• is the first open-source library automation
system designed from scratch for large-scale

• deployment in very large public library and state-
wide consortium environments. The

• Evergreen ILS use Linux, MYSQL Mozilla and
Jabber.
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Free Web Publishing

1. Synthasite.com
2. WordPress
3. Drupal
4. MediaWiki
5. Google
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Blogs in the Library Sphere
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Conclusion

• Very powerful solutions available today that could be
used to create a much more resourceful library,

• By using open source software in the library, money that
otherwise would be spent on software solutions can be
used for other important resources

• Free software is constantly being updated, changed, and
customized to meet the library’s needs.
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